University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

9-29-2000

Chile Requests Additional Information Following
Release of CIA Report
LADB Staff

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
LADB Staff. "Chile Requests Additional Information Following Release of CIA Report." (2000). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/
notisur/12825

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 53716
ISSN: 1060-4189

Chile Requests Additional Information Following Release of
CIA Report
by LADB Staff
Category/Department: Chile
Published: 2000-09-29
The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) has released a report indicating that the head of Chile's
secret police during the dictatorship of Gen. Augusto Pinochet (1973-1990) was a CIA informant. The
Chilean government has formally requested additional information from the US government. Since
Pinochet's arrest in London in October 1998, the Clinton administration has released two batches
of previously classified material relating to US activities in Chile at the time of the 1973 coup (see
NotiSur, 2000-07-07). A third batch was scheduled to be released on Sept. 14, but the release was
delayed for a further "review" of the 11,000 documents.
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright and others in the administration have called for broad
disclosure of the US role in the overthrow of President Salvador Allende (1970-1973) and in the
Pinochet dictatorship. But CIA director George Tenet last month overruled his own declassification
experts and said he would withhold certain files on Chile because they would reveal intelligence
methods still in use.
National Security Advisor Sandy Berger "decided to delay that release temporarily in order to
complete a further review of certain documents related to US covert action in Chile," said White
House spokesman Joe Lockhart in a statement Sept. 13.
The statement said the delay was to ensure that the government makes the fullest possible
disclosure of documents, consistent with protecting "legitimate national security concerns." On
Sept. 18, the CIA released a report acknowledging that the agency actively supported the military
Junta after the overthrow of Allende, and that many of Pinochet's officers "were involved in
systematic and widespread human rights abuses....Some of these were contacts or agents of the CIA
or US military."
The report says that, within a year of the coup, the CIA was aware of arrangements between
the Pinochet regime and other Southern Cone intelligence services to track and kill opponents
arrangements that became Operation Condor (see NotiSur, 1998-10-30, 1999-03-19). The CIA has an
October 25, 1973, intelligence report on Gen. Arellano Stark showing that Stark ordered the murders
of 21 political prisoners by the Caravan of Death. This document could be important in the trial of
Pinochet, charged with responsibility for the disappearances of 14 victims of the Caravan of Death
(see NotiSur, 2000-08-11).
The report admits CIA support for the 1970 kidnapping of Chilean Gen. Rene Schneider for refusing
to use the Army to prevent the Congress from confirming Allende's election. The kidnapping failed,
but Schneider was shot and died two days later, the day Allende's election was confirmed. Payment
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to remnants of the group that kidnapped Schneider was made for "humanitarian reasons," to
maintain their good will, and to avoid disclosure of prior CIA contacts, the report said.

CIA report reveals ties to Contreras
What received most attention in Chile was the revelation that retired Gen. Manuel Contreras,
former chief of Chile's secret police (Direccion de Inteligencia Nacional, DINA) between 1974
and 1978, was a CIA informer and received a one- time payment for his cooperation. While CIA
involvement in the Chilean coup has been known for years, the supposed payment to Contreras
is new information. Contreras is in prison in Chile, convicted in 1993 along with Brig. Gen. Pedro
Espinoza for ordering the 1976 car bombing in Washington that killed Chile's former foreign
minister Orlando Letelier and his US aide Ronni Karpen Moffitt. Contreras is scheduled to be
released in January 2001 (see NotiSur, 1995-10-27).
The CIA report says Contreras was enlisted by the agency in 1974, and the agency maintained its
contacts with Contreras until 1977, a year after the Embassy Row car bombing. The report says that
"almost immediately after the assassination, rumors began circulating that the Chilean government
was responsible," and "at that time, Contreras's possible role in the Letelier assassination became
an issue."
The CIA later received "specific detailed intelligence reporting concerning Contreras's involvement
in ordering the Letelier assassination." The relationship with Contreras was deemed "necessary to
accomplish the CIA's mission, in spite of concerns that this relationship might lay the CIA open to
charges of aiding internal political repression," the report said.
The agency said its actions in Chile would not meet standards in place today. "These standards,
established in the mid-1990s, would likely have altered the amount of contact we had with
perpetrators of human rights violations in Chile had they been in effect at that time," said the
report. "This is in fact the unraveling of a cover-up of US ties to repression during the Pinochet
dictatorship," said Peter Kornbluh of the private National Security Archive. "This is the first step
toward a candid disclosure of the truth about that dark era."

Contreras refutes report
In Chile, Contreras denied that he had been paid by the CIA. "I think this is revenge, a reaction to
700 documents that I handed the FBI describing the barbaric things that the CIA did," Contreras
said by phone to Channel 13 of Santiago. In a telephone interview with CNN en Espanol on Sept.
21, Contreras said that in March 1974, Pinochet sent him to Washington to meet with Gen. Vernon
Walters, then deputy director of the CIA, to arrange for CIA training of DINA agents. He also
told the Chilean daily La Tercera that Walters proposed paying US$2 million to five senators,
Republicans and Democrats, to support Pinochet in Congress despite the human rights problems in
Chile.
Contreras told Chilean daily El Mercurio that the release of CIA documents was timed to harm the
presidential campaign of George W. Bush. He said that US authorities were hoping to implicate
the candidate's father, George Bush, who was then CIA director. Contreras could be charged with
treason Chilean Vice Minister of the Interior Jorge Burgos said that the revelations were quite
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serious and needed to be analyzed. "In general, regarding Contreras, nothing would surprise me,"
he said. Sen. Sergio Bitar of the governing Concertacion said if Contreras received money from the
CIA, "it is an act of treason."
After the CIA report was released, human rights lawyers in Chile Hugo Gutierrez and Eduardo
Contreras said they would take legal action against Contreras, charging him with "espionage"
and "high treason." In August, the two lawyers successfully argued the motion to strip Pinochet of
immunity. They said because the alleged actions took place during a state of war declared by the
Military Junta following the coup if convicted, Contreras could be sentenced to life in prison or even
to death.
Meanwhile, Interior Minister Jose Miguel Insulza said the uproar showed a need to re-examine
values in Chile, "if it is considered more serious to take money from a foreign intelligence agency
than to assassinate people." On Sept. 27, Chilean Foreign Minister Soledad Alvear said Chile has
formally asked Washington for more details of the CIA report regarding US involvement in Chile
in the 1970s and payments to Contreras. "We sent a note this morning," Alvear told reporters. "As
these diplomatic notes are private, we can only confirm it was sent." (Sources: The New York Times,
09/13/00, 09/19/00; Associated Press, CNN, 09/20/00; Notimex, 09/05/00, 09/22/00; Spanish news
service EFE, 09/13/00, 09/19-21/00, 09/26/99; Reuters, 09/13/00, 09/26/00, 09/27/00; The Miami Herald,
09/14/00, 09/25/00)
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